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IEIS.H BAEDISM IN 1561, 



The following original and interesting account of the Bardie Orders, as they existed in Ireland at so 
recent a period as three centuries back, is transcribed from a document in the State Paper Office, 
dated 5th May, 1561, and entitled Smyth's Information for Ireland. It describes, -with a degree of 
curious detail superior to Edmund Spenser's well-known account of the Irish Bards, those extraor- 
dinary members of society who flourished in the Green Isle down, to that late period, under the 
names of Eileas, Bhymers, Racraidhes, Seanehaidhes, Carraghs, &c. 

The writer was, it would seem, Thomas Smste, who appears to have been the only English 
medical man of his time in Dublin, and who, though resident in the metropolis, and combining the 
sale of drugs with his practice, found bis business so unremtuierative that he was about to discon- 
tinue it, when the following unique provision was made to induce him to remain. By a concar- 
datum dated 25th April, 1566, an annual stipend was settled on him, by which the2Lord Deputy 
and the whole army agreed to give him one dmf spat/, and every councillor of state twenty shillings, 
yearly — "by reason" (as is stated in the document) "of his long eontynuance here, and his often 
and ehardgeable provisions of druggs and other apotheearie wares, which have from tyme to tyme 
layen and remained in manner for the most part unuttered, for that the greater part of this contray 
byrthe ar wonted, to use the myni&terie of their leeches and such lyhe ; and neglecting the Apotheearie's 
scienee, the said Thomas therby hath been greatly hyndred, and in manner enforced to abandon that 
his faculty."* 

All learned professionals of native race, whether physicians or poets, yrere, as might be ex- 
pected, particularly obnoxious to any English of the same callings who settled in this country. 
The bards were especially odious, as irritammta malorum, and exponents of national feeling ; and 
the "leeches" or medicine-mongers were quarrelled with by any Saxon practitioner to the full extent 
to which doctors disagree. We can fancy that no two of a trade could be less cordial than, for ex- 
ample, the puritan apotheeary, Thomas Smyth, who kept his little shop for the sale of mineral 
. drugs under the shadow of Dublin castle, and a semi-heathen quack, some recusant Murtagh O'Leigh, 
the descendant of a hereditary race of Magha, i.e., physicians or " country leeches;" who, by gather- 
ing herbs, obtained his medicines gratis; who invoked the fairies, and consulted witches; and whose 
style of practice could be learnedly and brilliantly described by a distinguished member of our pre- 
sent metropolitan faculty, Dr. "Wilde, an ollav both in archaic and modern medicine. 

Spenser's severe comments on his contemporaries, the Irish bards, are accounted for, according to 
some critics, by professional rivalry. There could be little competition, however, between the illus- 

* Original in S. P. 0. 
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trious poet who addressed his gorgeous epic, The Faerie Queene, to the English court, and Irish 
country rhymers who Bung Gaelic verses to a Celtic public. His lofty spirit was incapable of envy; 
and, in his View of Ireland, he has, while discriminating between native bards, bad and good, borne 
graceful testimony to the fancy and wit of their best effusions. 

But our apothecary's paper, on a similar subject, bears evident marks of professional jealousy, as 
well as national antipathy : let it speak for itself. 



" Their is in Irland four shepts [septs] in maner all Rimers. The firste of them is calleid the 
Brehounde, which in English is calleid the Judge ; and, before they will geave judgement, they will 
have pawnes of both the parties, the which is caDied in Irish Ulieg, and then will they geave 
judgement according to their one discresions. Theis men be neuters, and the Irishmen will not 
praie them. They have great pleantie of cattell, and they harbour many vacabons and ydell per- 
sons ; and if their be anye reabell that moves any rebbellione ageinste the Prince, of theis people 
they ar chiflie mantayned; and if the English armye fortune to travell in that parte where they 
be, they will fle into mountains and woodes, by cause they wold not sucker them with vittalls and 
other * * * ; and further they will take appon them to judge matters, and redresse causes, as well 
of inherytans as of other matters, although they are ignoraunt ; they which is a greatte hinderans 
to the Queen's Majesties lawes, and hurtfull to the whole English Pale. 

" The seconde sourte is the Shankee, 1 ' which is to saye in English, the petigrer. They have also 
great plaintye of cattell, wherewithall they do sucker the rebells. They make the ignoraunt men 
of the country to belyve that they be discended of Alexander the Great, or of Darius, or of C«sar, 
or of some other notable prince ; which makes the ignorant people to run madde, and cerieth not 
what they do ; the which is very hurtfull to the realme. 

" The thirde sorte is called the iEosdan, which is to saye in English, the bards, or the rimine 
sepctes ; and these people be very hurtfull to the comonwhealle, for they chifflie manyntayne the 
rebells; and, further, they do cause them that would be true, to be rebelious theves, extortioners, 
murtherers, ravners, yea and worse if it were possible. Their furst practisse is, if they se anye 
younge man discended of the septs of Oit or Max, and have half a dowsen aboute him, then will 
they make him a Rime, wherein they will commend his father and Mb aunchetours, nowmbrying howe 
many heades they have cut of, howe many townes they have burned, and howe many virgins they 
have defloured, howe many notable murthers they have done, and in the ende they will compare 
them to Aniball, or Scipio, or Hercules, or some other famous person ; wherewithall the pore foole 
runs madde, and thinkes indede it is so. Then will he gather a sorte of rackells [rake-hells] to 
him, and oilier he most geat him a Proflcer, [prophet], who shall tell him howe he shall spede (as 
he thinkes). Then will he geat him lurking to a syde of a woode, and ther keepith him close til 
morninge ; and when it is daye light, then will they go to the poore vilages, not sparinge to distroye 
young infants, aged people; and if the women be ever so great withe childe, her they will Mil ; 
burninge the houses and come, and ransackinge of the poore cottes [cottages]. They will then 
drive all the kine and plowe horses, with all other cattell, and drive them awaye. Thenmuste they 
have a bagpipe bloinge afore them ; and if any of theis cattell fortune to waxe wearie or faynt, they 
will kill them, rather than it sholde do the honeur's [owners] goode. If they go by anye house 
of fryers or relygious house, they will geave them 2 or 3 beifs, [beeves,] and they will take them, 
and praie for them (yea) and prayes their doings, and saye his father was accustomed so to do ; 

b Senachie. ' Aois-dana, i.e., men of songs. 
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wharein lie will rejoise ; and when he is in a safe place, they •will fall to the devision of the spoile, 
aocordinge to the dyscresion of the eaptin. And the messingers that goithe of their errants cleamith 
the gottes for their paroell ; — bycause it is an annsoient custome they will not break it. Now 
comes the Bymer that made the Byrne, with his Rakry. The Rakry is he that shall utter the ryme ; 
and the Bymer himself sitts by with the captain verie proudlye. He brings with him also his 
Harper, who please all the while that the raker sings the ryme. Also he hath his Barde, which 
is a kinde of folise fellowe ; who also must have a horse geven him ; the harper must have a new 
safern [saffron-coloured] shurte, and a mantell, and a hacnaye ; and the rakry muste have ,XX 
or XXX kine, and the Bymer hi m self horse and harnes [suit of armour] with a nag to ride* on, 
a silver goblett, a pair of bedes of eorall, with buttons of silver ; — and this, with more, they loke for 
to have, for reduoinge distarxione of the Comenwealth, and to the blasfemye of God; and this is the 
best thinge that y° Bymers causith them to do. 

" The fourth sort of Bymers is called Pillis, d which is to say in English, a Poete. Theis men 
have great store of cattell, and use all the trades of the others, with an adieion of prophecies. 
Theis are great mayntayners of whitehes and other vile matters ; to the great blasfemye of Gody 
and to great impoverishinge of the oomenwealthe. And, as I have saied of the fonre seoktes, ar 
devided in all places of the fowre partes of Irland, as Ulster, Launster, Minister, and Conet; and 
some in Methe ; and some in the Ilands beyond Irland, as the land of Sainctes, the Tnce Bonne, Tnoe 
Tirke, Tnce Mayne, and Tnce Clire. Thes Ilands are under the rule of Homaile, 8 and they are verie 
pleasaunt and fertile, plentie of woode, water, and arabell ground and pastur and fishe, and a very 
temperate ayer. 

" Their be many braunehes belonging to the foure sortes ; as the Gogathe, which is to say in. 
English, the glutayne, for one of them will eate 2 or 3 galons of butter at a sitinge, halfe a mutton. 
And an other, called the Carruage ; f he is much like the habram's man, and comenlye he goeth 
nakid, and oarise dise and cardes with him ; and he will play the heare off his head, and his eares ; 
and theis be mantained by the Bymers. 

"Ther is a sort of women that be eaUeid the goyng women ; they be great blasphemers of God ; 
and they rune from contry to contry, soynge sedieione amongst the people. They are oomen to 
all men; and if any of them happen to be with childe, she wiD. saye that it is the greatest Lorde 
adjoining, whereof the Lordes ar glad, and doth appoincte them to be nurysed. 

"Ther is one other sorte that is caBeid the Mannigscoule. Ther order is for to singe ; and the 
chyfest of them most have but one eye, and he is calleid Lucas ; they do much harme. 

" Their is other towe sortes that goithe about withe the BaeheU of Jesus, as they call it. Theis 
run from contry to contry ; and if they come to any house wheir a woman is with child, they wiU 
putt the same about her, and, wither she wiB or no, causithe her to geave them money. They will 
undertake that she shall have good delivery of her ehilde ; to the great distrusione of the people 
conserninge ther soule's health. Others goith. about with St. Patrike's croysur, and playse the Bke 
partes or worse; and no doubte aslonge as theis bene usyed, theworde of God can never be knowne 
amongst them, nor the prince fearyed, nor the contry prosper. 

" por the reddresse ttieirof it might be esaly holpen if your honours wiB geave eare ther unto; 
and if it may stand with your pleasures that I should make any farther sertifycate how this nowghty 
people may be ponyste, and to cause them to leave their yle facions, I will, if it be your pleasure, 
showe by what mayne they may be redressed. And. as conoerninge the fostering of the Irishe 
men's children, it needed as muche redress as any other matter that can be niovyed. The which I 
will showe your honours when it pleasith you." 

(To le Continued. J 
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